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Black Salve …..Patrick’s Story 

 
Recurring Basil Cell Carcinoma in Old Mohs Surgery Scar  

& 
Possible BCC on Chest 

 
 
Day 0----January 18, 2010:  Phuket, Thailand 
 
 
I am 46 years old, fair skinned with blue eyes who spent summers as a child on Florida beaches 
getting sunburned with no protection; a solid recipe for skin cancer later in life.  I have lived in 
the Tropics for 20 years, most recently Phuket, Thailand. 
 
I have had confirmed Basil Cell Carcinoma two times and a confirmed pre-cancerous growth 
once.  By confirmed I meant that samples (chunks of flesh) were taken by doctors, sent to the lab 
for analysis and reported back with the pathology.   
 
The most serious was on my right nose crease and was removed by the Mohsi (see footnotes) 
surgery in Florida in 2003.  One other growth was removed from my arm in Beijing by scalpel.  
The third was laser burned off in Phuket after the pathology indicated a precancerous neck 
growth.  All Three cases took multiple trips to the doctor, lab tests, and either the scalpel or 
laser….costly in terms of time, pain and money.   
 
I should also note that over the years I have also have had a few other suspected growths which 
were removed without lab tests.  In these cases, the suspected growths were either frozen or laser 
burned off in Australia or the US. 
 
I had never heard of Black Salve until I watched my friend Bill O’Leary and then later Simon 
Ashby use the product.  With their respective successes and my history of skin cancer, I thought 
it was worth a go. 
 
There was a tiny little spot on my chest which would act up every now and then.  Every two or 
three months there would be very sharp pains like a pin pricks.  Usually I would feel it from a 
golf shirt rubbing against my chest after sweating during a game.  Then I would forget about it 
later.   Having had experience with skin cancer, I was almost certain this was the beginning of a 
growth, albeit small and not on my face or neck. 
 
More seriously, on the exact spot where I had the Mohs surgery to remove BCC (Basil Cell 
Carcinoma), on the exact same scar line, there was a reemergence of pain and irritation.  I was 
very worried that the confirmed BCC cancer had come back on the same spot, and that I would 
have to return to do another costly Mohs procedure in America. 
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Well, no time like the present.   I borrowed some of the leftovers of Bill O’Leary’s ninety-nine 
Aussie dollar, Black Salve and below are the pictures and description of what happened next. 
 

 
 Black Salve 

Picture Taken the First Night After Applications and Bandages 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Day 1----January 19, 2010:  Phuket, Thailand 
 
 
Below are the two spots I mentioned.   One on my chest which would pop up and be painful 
every now and then and the other was in the old scar line where I had Mohs surgery.   I applied a 
generous helping of Black Salve to both spots.  I wasn’t exactly sure where the spot was on my 
chest because it was not acting up at the time I got the ointment, so I just put two globs on where 
I thought the spot was.    
 
It might sound funny that I could not find the exact spot, but the irritation was underneath the 
skin and did not always act up.  When I borrowed the Black Salve, the spot was not acting up so 
it was hard to find. 
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Day 1 

 
 
 
Bill told me to shave the spot on my chest so the band aid would stick.  So, I shave a wide area 
and then applied the BS to two areas at the same time, covering about 1 to 2 cm2.  
 
I did the same along the old scar line of my Mohs surgery where the old Basil Cell Carcinoma 
was.   
 
When I applied it to the nose, it was immediately painful as there was a burning sensation.  It 
made my nose run and eyes water a bit.  I took a 500 mg Panadol to help forget about the pain 
and the headache it caused right in the back of my neck and head.  It was not pleasurable, by any 
means. 
 
On the chest area, there was only a slight irritation…not really pain, more like a rash irritation.  I 
don’t think the chest skin is as sensitive as the nose area. 
 
I reapplied more BS onto my nose after about 5 or 6 hours as it fell off since it was in an 
awkward spot.  My nose was running and I did not apply a band aid during the day as I was 
about town and did not want people asking why there was a big band aid on my nose! 
 
Later in the evening after I had gained a little more confidence in the product, I applied a third, 
bigger dose of Black Salve onto my nose crease and then applied a band aid over the spot so that 
it would not seep on to the pillow during sleep.  The nose was painful and I did take another 500 
mg pain pill.  I also applied a little more to the chest before bedtime and re-bandaged it. 
 
After I woke up, I showered and cleaned off the Black Salve. 
 
Total elapsed time by now was 21 or 22 hours.  I had enough of that stuff! 
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Day 2---January 19, 2010 
 

  
Day 2:  21 to 22 Hours after Initial Application 

 
After washing it off, what was surprising to me was that on my chest there was just a little 2mm 
mark of dead white skin left and the surrounding areas were red.  In the picture above right, the 
Basil Cell is the two small whitish yellow spots within the red area.   This “deadish” white area 
was just a very, very small area compared to the total amount of skin covered with the Black 
Salve.  There was no pain on the chest. 
 
On the nose, there remained a much larger yellow area which included the entire Mohs scar and 
environs.   It was yellow and brown and black and look like it was dead or dying.   It was 
pulsating painful and very irritating. 
 
We shall see what happens now.  I can only hope and pray that Bill O’Leary was not full the Irish 
gap! 
 
 
 
Day 3----January 20, 2010 
 
 

  
Day 3 
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Day 4----January 21, 2010 
 
 
 

  
Day 4 

 
 
Day 5----January 22, 2010 
 
An eschar (scab) has developed and begun to dry out on both the chest and nose.  There is no 
longer really any pain.   
 
I apply Hydrogen Peroxide to the areas with a cotton swab to keep them germ free every day. 
 

  
Day 5 
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Day 6----January 23, 2010 
 
The nose eschar has fallen off.  There is an open wound which is not painful. You can barely 
notice it person to person.  Of course with a close-up camera, it looks more noticeable.  Bill 
promised me that my body would build new cells and fill up the hole left behind.  I put my trust 
in Bill…my own body is my plastic surgeon! 
 
The chest eschar has hardened and the red irritation is healing up.   It has not fallen off yet.  I am 
surprised that the nose eschar fell off before the chest eschar, but I guess the nose skin is so 
different than the chest skin. 
 
 
 

 
 

Day 6 
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Day 8---January 25, 2010 
 
The nose hole is healing.  The chest eschar fell off the evening before this picture was taken and 
then there is some white puss that has filled in the gap left behind.  It is very small.  But the 
cancer is where the eschar was and now it is gone, gone, gone!  What a great relief!  There is no 
longer any pain whatsoever.  I still put hydrogen peroxide on both wounds. 
 

 

 

Day 8 
 
 
Day 9---January 26, 2010 
 
Healing right up!  I still am shocked.  This simple little cream that I got from my mate just saved 
me thousands of dollars, tremendous hassle, and multiple trips to the doctor.  As I live in Asia 
and have found that even at Bumrungrad Hospital, the doctors here really do not understand skin 
cancer as it is primarily a Caucasian disease, I would probably have gone back to USA or 
Australia for another Mohs surgery on my nose if this had not come into my life! 

  
Day 9 
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Day 10---January 27, 2010 
 
 
Time to get the nose tweezers out and trim the nose hair!   
 
 

 
 

Day 10 
 
 
 
Day 12---January 29, 2010 
 
The nose eschar and all dead skin is pretty much gone.  There is a small hole left where the 
cancer was.  You really cannot notice this unless you are really trying to take a picture from the 
side angle to capture the scar.  Remember, that in this nose crease, there was already a scar from 
the previous Mohs procedure.  Now it is bigger and looks like a small pit as opposed to a very 
small scar line left with the Mohs.  I will have to compare the relative aesthetic damage after I 
give this some more months to heal up properly.  I expect the pit to fill up a bit over the coming 
months as my body continues naturally repair the wound.  Of course, there will always be some 
scaring. 
 
The chest irritation is almost completely gone.  The cancer is gone.  Even the chest hair is now 
well on its way growing back from when I shaved it. 
 
Wow, I am a very lucky and very elated man!    
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Day 12 

 
 
 
 
Day 14---January 31, 2010 
 
Almost all healed up!! 
 

  
  
 
 
 
 
Footnotes 
                                                
Contact:   Patrick Holland:  patrickh@mangocreek.com 
 
i Mohs Surgery History from Wikepedia January 25, 2010: 
Originally, Dr. Mohs used an escharotic agent made of zinc chloride and bloodroot (the root of 
the plant Sanguinaria canadensis, which contains the alkaloid sanguinarine). The original 
ingredients were 40.0 gm Stibnite, 10.0 gm Sanguinaria canadensis, and 34.5 ml of saturated 
zinc chloride solution.[16] This paste is very similar to "Hoxsey's paste" (see Hoxsey Therapy). 
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Harry Hoxsey, a lay cancer specialist was developing a herbal tonic and paste designed to treat 
internal and external cancers. Hoxsey recommended applying paste to the affected area and 
within days to weeks, the area would necrose (cell death), separate from surrounding tissue and 
fall out. Dr. Mohs applied a very similar paste after experimenting with a number of compounds 
to the wound of his skin cancer patients. They were to leave the paste on the wound overnight, 
and the following day, the skin cancer and surrounding skin would be anesthetic, and ready to be 
removed. The specimen was then excised, and the tissue examined under the microscope. If 
cancer remained, more paste was applied, and the patient would return the following day. Later, 
local anesthetic and frozen section histopathology applied to fresh tissue allowed the procedure 
to be performed the same day, with less tissue destruction, and similar cure rate.[17] The term 
"chemosurgery" remains today, and is used synonymously with Mohs micrographic surgery. 
 


